St. James Parish
A Catholic Community on the Pilgrimage of Holiness

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday of the Word of God
January 24, 2021

94 Broad Street, Red Bank, NJ 07701
732-741-0500 · www.sjredbank.org

Welcome
Our Mass Schedule
We will continue to live-stream all of
our Masses on our parish website and
parish YouTube channel. Please note
that face mask must be worn during
the entire liturgy and social distancing
maintained by sitting in the
designated areas. Reconciliation is
celebrated daily in the Narthex and on
Saturdays in the sanctuary.

Visiting our Parish Offices
and Schools
Our Parish and School Offices have
reopened. Our parish is open from
8:30 am to 4:00 pm Monday through
Thursday. The office is closed for lunch
from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. St. James
Elementary School Office is open 8:00
am to 3:00 pm and Red Bank Catholic
High School Office is open 7:30 am to

3:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
Please note that during the pandemic
the number of visitors present in the
office at one time will be limited; a
mask covering nose and mouth must

be worn at all times; visitors will need
to complete a brief questionnaire.
Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding during these
challenging times.

A Message from Msgr. Joe
As we hear Mark’s gospel proclaimed
today, her recounts the story of the
calling of the first disciples. Jesus asks
them to follow, to be sure, but he also
tells them that they will become
“fishers of men,” that they will be
asked to share the Good News with
others. As we gather today let us think
about how we share our faith with
others through what we say and what
we do.
This Sunday we also celebrate Sunday
of the Word of God. This commemoration was instituted by our Holy Father,
Francis last year to remind us of the
importance of Sacred Scripture for
growth and nourishment for our lives
and baptismal identity. A day devoted
to the Bible should not be seen as a
yearly event but, rather, a yearlong
event, for we urgently need to grow in
our knowledge and love of the Scriptures and of the Risen Lord. For this
reason, we need to develop a closer
relationship with sacred Scripture;
otherwise, our hearts will remain cold
and our eyes shut, struck as we are by
so many forms of blindness.
It is important to remember that the

Bible is not a collection of history
books or a chronicle, but is aimed entirely at the integral salvation of the
person. Pope Francis in announcing
this Sunday stated that the Bible belongs above all to those called to hear
its message and to recognize themselves in its words. The Bible is the
book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion and
division towards unity. The word of
God unites believers and makes them
one people. One of the suggestions of
our Holy Father to celebrate this day
in the parish was to “enthrone” the
Word of God manifesting the glory of
God revealed in the Bible. Following
this suggestion we will begin our liturgy entering with the Book of the Gospels and “enthrone” it in a place of
honor before the ambo. It is my prayer
that as a parish community, we will
embrace a greater desire to pray with
the Bible and read the Bible. As Francis stated Jesus is knocking to come in
and Sacred Scripture is one of those
doors.
This Monday, January 25 as the
Church celebrates in her liturgy the
Page 2

conversion of St. Paul, we also conclude a week of prayer for Christian
Unity. During the weekly catechesis,
Pope Francis reflected on the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity. He highlighted that in order to proclaim the
Gospel to a world torn by conflict and
division, “all of Christ’s followers are
asked to pray in a particular way to
the Father for the gift of unity.” He
recalled that Christians’ response to
division must first be to pray for the
healing and reconciliation “that Christ
won for us by his saving Passion.” The
theme for this year’s Week of Prayer is
“Abide in my love, and you shall bear
much fruit.” Pope Francis said that this
theme reminds the faithful that “the
love of Christ is the basis of all communion between Christians and the
inspiration for our efforts to recognize
our rich diversity.”
This Friday, January 29 is the Annual
March for Life in Washington, DC. Due
to the pandemic this event this year is
virtual. To participate please visit the
website: https://marchforlife.org/
2021-virtual-events. Let us pray for
one another and the dignity of all.

Sacraments and Worship

Our Parish Mission
We are here to walk with you in your relationship with God wherever you are
on life’s journey. We invite you to join with us in the celebration of the
sacraments, prayer, learning and serving so that each person can grow in
discipleship and together we can witness the Kingdom of God.

This Week at St. James

Jan 24

SUN

Jan 25

8:15 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:45 am
12:00 pm
3:00 pm
6:30 am
8:00 am

Mass
REP Confirmation
REP In person Grade 7
Mass
Mass
Mass
Divine Mercy Chaplet
Mass
Mass

TUES
Jan 27

WED
Jan 28

6:30 am Mass
8:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Folk Choir Practice

Church/Online
Church/Online
Choir Loft

6:30 am Mass
8:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Adult Choir Practice

Church/Online
Church/Online
Choir Loft

6:30 am Mass
8:00 am Mass

Church/Online
Church/Online

6:30 am Mass
8:00 am Mass

Church/Online
Church/Online

6:30 am That Man is You
8:00 am Mass
4:00 pm Confession
5:30 pm Mass

Eck Center
Church/Online
Church
Church/Online

FRI
Jan 30

SAT

Jan 31

SUN

The Sacrament of Baptism is for
children of registered parishioners.
Please contact the parish office for
information on scheduling a baptism
for your child.

Marriage
Ideally, couples planning to marry at
St. James should contact the Parish
Office one year in advance so that
they may complete the necessary
marriage preparation process. Please
set date with Church before making
other plans. Contact the Parish Office
for an appointment.

Care of the Sick

THURS
Jan 29

Reconciliation is celebrated Monday
through Friday following the 8:00 am
and Saturday at 4:00 pm in the
sanctuary.

Baptism
Church/Online
RBC
RBC Chapel
Church/Online
Church/Online
Church/Online
Church
Church/Online
Church/Online

Mon
Jan 26

Reconciliation

8:15 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:45 am
12:00 pm
3:00 pm

Mass
REP Confirmation
REP In person Grades K & 1
Mass
Mass
Mass
Divine Mercy Chaplet

Church/Online
RBC
RBC Chapel
Church/Online
Church/Online
Church/Online
Church
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Please notify the Parish Office when
serious illness occurs or when the
sick, aged, or incapacitated are
confined to home for an extended
period. Arrangements can be made
to bring communion to those unable
to attend Mass. Please contact the
Parish Office.

Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults
The RCIA is a process of prayer, study
and spiritual formation which
prepares adults for their entrance
into the Church. Any adult who is
interested in learning about the
Catholic Church is invited to call the
Parish Office.

Parish Registration
You are most welcome to join as a
member of St. James Parish. You may
register by contacting the Parish
Office during business hours. If
moving, please inform the parish
office so that we can update your
record.

We Pray for One Another
Mass Intentions
Jan 23

Sat

Memorials

5:30 pm Kevin Keating / Janet Logan
Brian Ford / Ron & Diane Porio

St. Joseph’s Candle is Offered In Loving Memory of Joseph
Sestito III (Living) by His Father
We remember our special intentions of the week:

Jan 24

Sun

8:15 am The Devlin & McGrath Families / Tom &
Mary McGrath
Kevin O’Neill Keating / Keating Familly
9:30 am Gertrude & Stanley Koski / Koski Family
George Trower / Ferino Family
10:45 am Special Remembrances of the Week
12:00 pm Sebastian “Benny” Sciscilo / Jacqueline &
Bob Gruhler
Isabelle & John Babstock / Kathleen Green

Mon

6:30 am James V. Sileno / His Family
8:00 am Paul Andrade / Emila Andrade & Family
Otilia Andrade & Zilda / Emila Andrade &
Family

Jan 26

6:30 am The People of the Parish
8:00 am Walter J. Case, Jr. / Karen Weinkofsky

Jan 27

6:30 am The People of the Parish
8:00 am Anna & Sam Canonica / Don & Susan Faistl
Marie Conti / Charles Petry

Jan 25

Tues

Wed
Jan 28

Thurs
Jan 29

Fri

6:30 am The People of the Parish
8:00 am Walter J. Case, Jr. / Karen Weinkofsky
Christopher Connor McCafferty / The
Cusanelli Family
6:30 am The People of the Parish
8:00 am Joseph Sestito, III (Living) / His Father

8:00 am
Jan 30

Sat

5:30 pm
8:15 am

Jan 31

Sun

9:30 am
10:45 am
12:00 pm

A Friend

The Deceased of our Parish
Deceased Parishioners, Family and Friends of St. James

Margaret Vaccarelli; Lorraine Callahan;

The Sick of our Parish
Come to us, O risen Savior, faithful physician of our bodies
and souls, and grant relief to our sick and aging who suffer

Ceilie Reynolds; Joe; Edie Rose O’Neill; Laura King;
Walter Peterson; Lisa Byrne; Rocco DiMaggio; Oddo
Gunther; Mary Beth Meehan; Lucy Bradshaw; Wayne
Gallagher; James Scarpone, Sr.; Cash McHugh; The
Marks Family
Names on the Prayers for the Sick list will be removed at the end of the
month. Please contact the parish office if you wish someone to remain on
the sick list the new month.

Wedding Banns
We remember in prayer the engaged couples of our parish
who are preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage,
answering God’s call to live in His love.

Jeffrey Serricchio and Sarah Porter (III)

Those Serving our Nation

Maj. Steven Carbone; Staff Sgt. Matthew D’Alessandro,
USMC; Steven James Gluth; Jason Palendrano; Staff
Ray Six / Fred & Ree
Sgt. Matthew Roberts; Jonathan Welch; Maj. Nicholas
Ellen Perry Brennan / Her Family
Abbate & Capt. Justin Abbate (brothers), USMC;
Mary Belton / The Mastriano Familly
Majors Brian C. Jones (Truex) & Crystal Jones (Husband
Louis Carlesimo / Anna Cruz
& Wife); Capt. Josh Pershing; Brendan Gilroy; SSGT
Brian Dilger, Jr., USMC; Col. Robert Duchaine; Maj.
Rev. Msgr. David J. Casazza / Marie, Bob
Carlo Brancato, USMC; Capt. Robert Beery; Capt.
Files & Children
Thomas
Beery; Capt. Sean Screen (Iraq); Sgt. James
Catherine Hergenrother / Her Sister,
Conklin (Afghanistan); 1LT Cooper Lewis, USMC; Spec
Patricia Henningsen
E4 Thomas F. Welch, V; Navy, AOAA Brian J. Truex; Sgt.
Kathleen & Joseph Wilburn / Son, James
Kevin Andia, USMC; Lt. Jeffrey Trezza; LTJG. James
Wilburn
Natomia Storey / Daughter, Debra Wilburn Rimmele, Coast Guard; USMC LCPL Walter Anderson;
LCPL Nicholas Yowan; James Reilly Shinnick, USA;
Special Remembrances of the Week
E2PFC Connor Clark; Pvt. Sean Bradley, USA; Sgt.
John & Anna Cruz / Anna M. Cruz
Brendan Reiss, USA, 82nd Airborne Div.
George J. Mayer / Marian Mayer
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Reflecting on the Gospel
In the wilderness Jesus has withstood
Satan’s temptation, and, strengthened
in spirit by this personal combat, he
comes into Galilee, the “springtime”
place of first preaching, first ministry,
first calling of disciples. Yet there has
also been a winter: the arrest and imprisonment of John the Baptist, which
add urgency to Jesus’s first spoken
words in Mark’s gospel. The time of
God’s reigning presence is at hand,
and this Good News of God demands a
response. “Repent, and believe in the
gospel” may have been repeated as an
early Christian baptismal call to the
catechumens as they descended into
the Easter waters to rise up as God’s
new creation. At infant baptism our
parents and our faith community
made this response for us; the challenge is for us to say our own continuing adult “Yes” to this call and grow in
our discipleship.
Urged on by his sense of mission, Jesus passes along the lakeside, the Sea
of Galilee. He “saw” Peter and Andrew, with a seeing that penetrates to
their deepest selves and their future
potential as his disciples whom, with
all their successes and failures, he will
make fishers of people to draw others
into the kingdom. All that Simon and
Andrew will become will be because
of Jesus and, with contagious gospel
urgency, “they abandoned their
nets”—the source of their income—
and follow him. A little further on another two brothers, James and John,
sons of Zebedee, are called while they
are involved in their fishermen’s task
of mending nets. Once again the call
and response is immediate and the
dispossession is radical when they follow Jesus. It is significant that the first
disciples whom Jesus calls are people
who must leave what is indicative of
their success in a brotherly and family
venture: boats, nets, hired servants,
parent. They follow Jesus, not hoping
for a better lifestyle, but urged by his
words to an unconditional obedience
to him. From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus gathers a community

around himself in a relationship of
“brotherliness” that the call of two
sets of brothers may also suggest.
Whereas our consumer society has to
package and market every commodity,
every offer has to have a good sales
pitch, even in some megachurches
and by some TV evangelists, Mark’s
narrative of Jesus’s call is stark and
unadorned. Like any relationship, this
is the “honeymoon” period. Much of
what they understand at this moment
they will progressively forget, and
compromises, obtuseness, statusseeking will replace following until, on
the eve of Jesus’s passion and death,
the disciples leave everything to run
away from him. The traditional prophetic calling accounts, such as that of

Samuel or Elisha’s call by Elijah, are
transformed because now it is Jesus
who calls. Jesus does not issue orders
to his followers like a charismatic military leader; he offers no rallying call to
a revolutionary war, but he does make
promises. Do we live as though we
believe these promises? How constant, how radical are we in our following of Jesus to which we are invited by our baptism? How discerning of
its demands are we in our contemporary society, and has Jesus priority in
our lives? Do we continually try to
launch out into a shared mission with
Jesus that will transform us from day
to day and draw other people into a
relationship with him, or do we cling
to the safe and familiar?

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Jonah set out for Nineveh as God asked and told the people
that their city would be destroyed in forty days. The people
believed him and repented from their evil ways. God did not
destroy their city, showing his mercy for those who see the
evil of their ways and correct it.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Paul advises the Corinthians that their world is changing, so
Second Reading they should not take their daily trials too seriously. We should
remember that the problems of everyday living will not last
forever, but the eternal life God promises us will.

Gospel

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
Jesus observes Simon and Andrew where they are fishing and
tells them to come with him and become “fishers of men.”
They abandon their nets without hesitation to follow him.
Next he calls James and his brother John, who also leave what
they are doing and follow him without question.

Readings for the Week
Monday

The Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18

Tuesday

Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops
2 Tim 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Mk 3:31-35

Wednesday

Heb 10:11-18/Mk 4:1-20

Thursday

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Heb 10:19-25/Mk 4:21-25

Friday
Saturday

Heb 10:32-39/Mk 4:26-34
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Mk 4:35-41

Sunday

Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28
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Parish Staff/Ministry Directory
Clergy
Rev. Msgr. Joseph N. Rosie, Pastor
msgrrosie@stjames-redbank.com

Rev. Vincent Magdaraog, Parochial Vicar
vmagdaraog@sjredbank.org

Rev. Msgr. Eugene Rebeck
Weekend Assistant

Rev. Daison Areepparampil, Parochial Vicar
dareepparampil@sjredbank.org
Deacon Bryan Davis

Parish Staff
Robert Abatemarco, Principal RBC
732-747-1774

Veronica Alexander, Finance Office
valexander@sjredbank.org

Edward Cardoza , Mt Olivet Cemetery
732-741-5516

Fillie Duchaine, Coordinator, Rel. Ed.
fduchaine@sjredbank.org

Lori Edgerly, Human Resources
ledgerly@sjredbank.org

JoAnn Giordano, Principal SJS
732-741-3363

Helene Kenney, Parish Secretary
hkenney@sjredbank.org

Pam Taylor, Finance Office
ptaylor@sjredbank.org

Fred Valentino, Director of Facilities

Ministry Facilitators
For more information about our parish ministries or to volunteer to serve, please send your contact info to
saintjamesredbank@sjredbank.org and the ministry you are interested in
Adult Choir
Ashley Kate Gimotea

Altar Servers
Christian Buckman

Altar Society
Rita Kline

Faith in Our Future

Folk Choir
Joe Clark

Hospitality
Stephanie Snow

Lazarus Ministry
Ann Marie Six

Knights of Columbus
Bob Shearer

Our Daily Bread
Martha Christofili

Peace of Christ Prayer Group
Sue Kuhar

RCIA
Deacon Bryan Davis

Religious Ed Program
Fillie Duchaine

River Jordan Ministry
Mary Ellen Connelly

Senior Citizens
Sr. Ethel Friedman

Social Concerns
Jim Schmitt

That Man is You
Jack Paul

Ushers
Pat Flood

Young Adults
Colleen Owens

Youth Group
Lynda Fiorenza
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Parish Announcements
Sign-up for Our Weekly
Email

donation to the poor boxes is greatly
appreciated.

Chaplet every Sunday at 3:00 pm in
the Church. All are welcome.

What to know what is happening at St.
James Parish delivered to your email.
Then sign-up for our weekly update
sent your email address to
saintjames@sjredbank.org.

Mass Intentions for 2021

Mass of Thanksgiving to
God for the Gift of Human
Life

thought out questions. All men are
welcome.

Parish Ministries

The St. James Parish Mass Intention
Book for 2021 is now open. Due to
pandemic, this year the process of
requesting Mass intentions will be a
paper process. There is no need to
That Man Is You
wait in line or visit the parish office. If
That Man is You, a well done men's
you wish to schedule a Mass intention
program that helps men truly learn
for 2021, please complete the Mass
about our faith and how to live our
Intention Request Form (located on
faith has completed meeting for this
the last page of this bulletin or in the
semester. Gatherings will resume on
Saturday, Jan. 16 at 6:30 am in the Eck vestibule of the church) and return the
completed form to the Parish Office
Center. The weekly session is a half
hour video and then a breakout group either through drop-off, weekly
collection basket, fax, mail or email.
into small groups to ponder well
Due to the relaxation of requirements
limiting social gatherings, all of our
Our Daily Bread
With your help we can assist those in ministries and activities can resume.
You are invited to contact the ministry
need of temporary assistance. Your
facilitators
Thank You for Your Generous Support regarding the
possibility of
January 16-17, 2020
meeting in person.
For a list of ministry
Budget
$
10,025*
facilitators please
Collection/Mail
$
7,828
see last page of the
bulletin. For the
Online Giving
$
1,511
most recent
Total
$
9,339
announcement and
updates please visit
93.2%
our parish website.
*due to the pandemic our weekly collection budget has
Divine Mercy
been reduced 25%. We would normally budget $13,000
Chaplet
for our weekly collection
Our parish prays
Latin America Collection: 796
the Divine Mercy

Jan. 29 In lieu of attending the March
for Life in Washington, D.C., Bishop
O’Connell invites the faithful to
participate in a videotaped Mass
available on youtube.com/
trentondiocese beginning at 11 a.m.
For updates and multimedia content,
visit: DioceseofTrenton.org and
TrentonMonitor.com Our parish will
also celebrate this Mass during our
regularly scheduled daily Mass.

World Marriage Day and
National Marriage Week 21
Special announcement for Catholic
Married Couples! In observance of
World Marriage Day (Sunday,
February 14, 2021) and National
Marriage Week (February 7-14, 2021),
the Diocese of Trenton has launched
an exciting new web resource for
Catholic married couples to enhance
their marriage in three important
ways: 1) Reconnect with Your Spouse,
2) Make Your Marriage Even Better,
and 3) Serve Others in Your Marriage.
Find all this and more at
www.dioceseoftrenton.org/worldmarriage-day-for-couples - what
every couple needs to make their
marriage extraordinary! (Part of the
BuildingStrongMarriages.org initiative
(Continued on page 8)

A new way of giving to the parish weekly offertory. St. James Parish is proud to promote enhanced stewardship through electronic
funds transfer. Electronic Funds Transfer enables you to have your
Sunday Offering automatically debited from your checking account
or credit card. You choose how much to give, how often to give
and what method of payment is to be used. We have partnered
with ParishSOFT Giving to offer this program to all our parishioners. It’s Simple: log on to the parish website www.sjredbank.org and click Giving Tab and follow the easy registration
instructions. It’s Secure: Parish Giving is PCI compliant and uses the strongest SSL encryption technology available. It
is during these months that we depend the most on online giving to continue tour ministry. We prayerfully invite you
to use ParishSOFT Giving from your computer, smartphone or tablet to set up a recurring donation or make a one-time
gift. For more information or to enroll please contact the parish office or visit our parish website.
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Parish Announcements
of the Diocese of Trenton)
Bulletin Announcement for The Cana
Rosary for Marriage (February 7-14,
2021)

(continued from page 7)

World Marriage Day
(Sunday, February 14) and
National Marriage Week
(February 7 – 14)

for Marriage - from 7:00 pm to 8:00
pm each evening, Sunday, February 7
through Saturday, February 14, 2021.
This recitation of the rosary and
reflection on marriage will be led by a
The Diocese of
different couple each evening; it will
Trenton will host a help all couples rely on our Most Holy
special
Mother Mary to assist with their
livestreamed event greatest needs and bring them closer
for all Catholic
to the Lord. All information for the
married couples
Cana Rosary event can be found at
and their families – www.dioceseoftrenton.org/worldThe Cana Rosary
marriage-day.

Join thousands of Catholics nationwide in the annual Respect Life novena, 9 Days for Life, Thursday, January 21 –
Friday, January 29. Get daily intentions, brief reflections,
and more. Visit https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-for
life for more information and resources.

Our parish is accepting intentions for Mass. If you wish to
add an intention please contact the Parish Office.
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Faith Formation
Religious Education Program
Religious Education will be conducted as a hybrid study program for Grades K –
7. Instruction will be online with one grade meeting in person each week in the
RBC Chapel. All assignments will be submitted electronically on a weekly basis.
8th Grade Religious Education Confirmation classes will be held in person each
Sunday from 9:00 – 10:30 am in RBC. If you have any questions please contact
Fillie Duchaine.

Mrs. Fillie Duchaine
Coordinator of Religious Education
fduchaine@sjredbank.com
732-446-7050

Meeting in Person: Jan 31
Grades K & 1: 9:15 to 10:30 am, RBC
Chapel

The Diocese of Trenton is now offering a
weekly resource to families to help keep the
fire of faith burning while we are apart from
our church communities.
Please visit the following link for resources:
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/faith-at-home
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Youth Ministry
Are you interested in putting your FAITH into ACTION?
Join the Saint James Youth Group!
Upcoming Events:

a bit different than in previous years
January 24th: Youth Group Meeting. but we are so blessed to have resources that can help connect us all.
This meeting will be virtual only,
The day will be filled with joy as well
unless otherwise noted. We will be
planning for the SouperBowl of Caring as challenges, include speakers and
and other spring events. Contact Mrs. activities and conclude with
Mass celebrated by Bishop
Fiorenza for the Zoom link.
O’Connell.
February 6 & 7 (Super Bowl Weekend!) “Souperbowl of Caring” Youth When and Where
Group Members will be at all Masses Our youth ministry program
collecting donations in support of the at Saint James is open to
Mercy Center. If you are attending
young people in grades 7
Mass virtually, and would like to dothrough 12. We meet two
nate, please see the Youth Group
Sundays a month at 2:00 pm
“SouperBowl of Caring” Donation
in the Eck Center behind the
Form in the Bulletin.
church. Due to the pandemic, attendance at our
Diocesan Youth Confermeetings is via Zoom unless
ence, “The Search:
otherwise announced.
You Tube Event February 6 from 3 to
5 pm. DYC is an annual event for teens Follow us!
in grades 8 — 12 to come together as Find us on Instagram or
the young Diocesan Church for a pow- Twitter @sjsyouthgroup. For
erful day of dynamic presentations,
more information contact
fun events, breakouts and so much
Mrs. Fiorenza at
more! This year DYC will look and feel lfiorenza@sjredbank.org or

Mrs. Lynda Fiorenza
732-741-0500
lfiorenza@sjredbank.org

youthmistry@sjredbank.org

St. James Elementary School
Financial Aid Application
Open

Business Sponsorships: We are
Mrs. JoAnn Giordano
currently seeking business partners to
Principal
sponsor the Run with the Royals 5K.
A reminder that the Diocese of
732-741-3363
Business sponsorships offer the
Trenton Financial Aid application is
www.mystjames.com/sjrb
opportunity to reach out to the
now open for the 2021-2022 school
facebook.com/SaintJamesRedBank
community members with repeated
year. Round 1 applications must be
Office Hours:
messages to publicize your business!
submitted by February 15th. Any
Monday to Friday
questions, please contact Mrs. Portela. Please see the Business Sponsorships
8:00 am to 3:00 pm
flyer for further details. Any questions
Run with the Royals 5K Run can be directed towards Adrienne
the sale. Please go to the sign-up
Registration is now open for our
Supino or Samantha Fogliano.
sheet if you are able to volunteer on
annual Run with the Royals 5K
either of these days. Have items you'd
Used Uniform Sale
(Captain Zinn Memorial 5K)!
like to donate for the sale? Please
Scheduled for Sunday, April 18th, the Our next Used Uniform sale will be
drop off clean uniforms to the
race will take place at Wall Township Tuesday, February 2nd, from 8:00am- Business Office starting the week of
10:00am, in the SJES Gym. Masks are
Municipal Fields. Additional details
January 25th. Please, no green
required. Items are $4.00 each.
and registration can be found on
shirts. If you have sweaters to donate,
Volunteers (3-4 each) are needed to
school website. Please contact
assist with both the setup on February only cardigan and 3/4 zip pullover
Samantha Fogliano slfogliano
1st from 1:30pm-4:30pm and during
(Continued on page 11)
@gmail.com, with any questions
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St. James Elementary School
sweaters will be accepted.

Book Sale
We will also be holding our first Book
Sale during the Used Uniform Sale!
The cost is $1.00 each for paperbacks
and $2.00 each for hardcover books.
This is a great time to stock up on any
books you might need from your
child's reading list! Have books you'd
like to donate? Please drop off in the
school foyer the week of January 25th.
Any type of books will be accepted
(school textbooks, reading books,
etc.). Any questions regarding the
Book Sale can be directed to Liz
Sutphin.

(continued from page 10)

sending in Box Tops to school. All you
need is your phone. Download the
Box Tops mobile app, shop as you
normally would, then simply scan your
Does your child currently play an
store receipts to find participating
instrument or would like to try an
instrument? Well, Spring instruction is products. It's that simple! Please see
the updated flyer for further details.
starting soon! Lessons are offered

Fundamental Music
Instruction

online after school. Please see the
music flyer for further details. Any
questions can be directed towards
Janet Bender.

Box Tops for Education Buy, Scan, Earn!
Help earn easy money for our
school! No more clipping, no more

AmazonSmile
Saint James School is now registered
on AmazonSmile! You shop, Amazon
gives! Spread the word and share
with friends and family! Visit the
AmazonSmile flyer in the Virtual (WIN)
folder for the link and additional info
on the school website.

Red Bank Catholic High School
AA guidelines. Please continue to work
with us to keep our community safe.
Due to the rising numbers of cases
We are committed to opening school
reported to us over the past few days,
for in person learning but cannot do
and in keeping with our ongoing
this without your support. Please enefforts to keep the Casey community
courage social distancing, avoid large
safe we will be remaining on virtual
group gatherings, and wear a mask
instruction for an additional week. Our
when not with family members, ingoal is to return to in-person classes
cluding in a car. Next week we will
on Monday February 1st. This will
remain on an A-day schedule. Let's
afford us a full 14 day "selfcontinue to pray for those who are
quarantine" since we decided to begin
affected by this virus and, a speedy
Virtual instruction on January 15th.
roll out of the vaccine for those who
Athletics will continue to follow NJSIneed it most. Thank you for your con-
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Mr. Robert Abatemarco
Principal
732-747-1774
www.redbankcatholic.org
facebook.com/redbankcatholic
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday
7:30 am to 3:00 pm
tinued support. We want to also send
a special thank you to our faculty and
staff for continually doing an amazing
job in a challenging situation.

The Word of God as a Source of Prayer
by Christopher Chapman
In Romans 8:26, St. Paul tells us, "We do not know how to
pray as we ought." The news, while part of God's gracious
revelation, is hardly earth shattering. It confirms something most of us already intuit: our prayer life isn't as it
should be. We are easily distracted, selfish in our desires,
impure in our intentions. Even the Apostles recognized
these problems in themselves. Hence their petition in Luke
11:1, "Lord, teach us to pray."
In answer to their request, Jesus teaches them, and by extension all of us, what we know as the "Our Father."
In that prayer, Jesus identifies "give us this day our daily
bread" as one of the petitions we should address to the
Father. There are many meanings packed into this single
petition, the most obvious of which (at least for Catholics)
is an allusion to the Eucharist (Catechism of the Catholic
Church [CCC], no. 2836). But there is another kind of "daily
bread," which Jesus references when Satan tempts him in
the desert. There, Jesus, as recorded in Matt. 4:4. rebukes
Satan's invitation to turn the rocks into bread by quoting
Deuteronomy 8:3: "Man does not live by bread alone, but .
. . by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God".
The Eucharist is essential to human flourishing. But, as Jesus makes clear in that passage, the Word of God is just as
essential to our existence and life. If we want to pray "as
we ought," we need to meditate and "chew" on it daily.

affirmed by the Holy Spirit, we must acknowledge that the
books of Scripture firmly, faithfully, and without error
teach that truth which God, for the sake of our salvation,
wished to see confided to the Sacred Scriptures" (CCC, no.
107).
Note that both in the creation of man and in the inspiration of Holy Scripture, we speak of God breathing.
First, with regard to man, "the biblical account expresses
this reality in symbolic language when it affirms 'then the
LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being'" (CCC, no. 362, Gn 2:7).
Secondly, with regard to Sacred Scripture, St. Paul reminds
both St. Timothy and us that "all scripture is inspired by
God and is useful for teaching, refutation, for correction,
and for training in righteousness . . . ." (2 Tm 3:16). The
word Paul uses there for inspiration is the
Greek theopneustos, which translates literally as "Godbreathed."
Those two Scriptural passages help us see that the conversation and communion between man and God is closely
connected with Sacred Scripture. We are meant to
breathe in and out the words of God, which are all related
to the Word of God, Jesus Christ, "his one Utterance in
whom he expresses himself completely" (CCC, no. 102).

The Purpose of Prayer
As the Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms in its
opening pages, "the desire for God is written in the human
heart" (CCC, no. 27). It goes on to quote this beautiful passage from Gaudium et Spes (GS 19): "The dignity of man
rests above all on the fact that he is called to communion
with God. This invitation to converse with God is addressed to man as soon as he comes into being."
This deep and abiding human desire for conversation and
communion with God is ultimately answered by Jesus
Christ. And it is within the Church that we find the full
means of growing with and toward God, which includes
Sacred Scripture.
By faith, we assert and believe that "Sacred Scripture is the
speech of God as it is put down in writing under the breath
of the Holy Spirit" and that "[Holy] Tradition transmits in
its entirety the Word of God which has been entrusted to
the apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit" (CCC,
no. 81).
The Catechism also affirms, in the words of Dei Verbum 11, "[that] since therefore all that the inspired authors or sacred writers affirm should be regarded as

The Church's Exhortation
St. Jerome famously asserted, "Ignorance of Scripture is
ignorance of Christ." It is a statement that is profound in
its simplicity and insight. But do we take it seriously? How
well do we really know Jesus Christ? How well do we know
Scripture? These questions are intimately related. If we do
not know Jesus well, is it possible to converse well with
him? Is not conversation what prayer is? Should not our
reading and listening to Scripture be an intimate part of
our conversation with God?
In the Catechism, the Church calls on Christians to overcome both those deficiencies through the prayerful reading of Sacred Scripture:
"The Church 'forcefully and specially exhorts all the Christian faithful . . . to learn' "the surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ" {Phil 3:8} by frequent reading of the Divine
Scriptures . . . Let them remember, however that prayer
should accompany the reading of Sacred Scripture, so that
a dialogue takes place between God and man. For 'we
speak to him when we pray; we listen to him when we
read the divine oracles'" The spiritual writers, paraphrasing Matthew 7:7, summarize in this way the dispositions of
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the heart nourished by the word of God in prayer: 'Seek in
reading and you will find in meditating; knock in mental
prayer and it will be opened to you by contemplation'" (CCC, nos. 2653-2654)
We don't need to look far for what this type of Scripturesoaked prayer looks like; Jesus himself is thoroughly saturated with Scripture as he prays, speaks, and teaches. No
greater example can be found than Jesus on the Cross: At
the zenith of his mission and in the midst of an unimaginable agony, we hear Jesus speaking to the Father, actually
praying aloud, the first words of Psalm 22: "My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?" It is as if Scripture
bleeds out of him even as the blood leaves his body. The
Word of God utters the words of God.
Throughout his ministry, Jesus also used Scripture to illuminate the minds and hearts of his listeners, leading them,
in turn, to a closer relationship with God.
For instance, in Luke 20, we see him disputing with the
chief priests and the scribes. In verse 9, he begins the parable of the vineyard owner who lets out the vineyard to
tenants. The owner puts various servants in charge who
are mistreated by the tenants. Finally the owner sends his
beloved son, whom the tenants kill. The listeners respond
with a "God forbid"—an interesting response—and Jesus
"looked at them and said, "What then is this that is
written:' "The very stone which the builders rejected has
become the head of the corner? Everyone who falls on
that stone will be broken to pieces; but when it falls on
any one it will crush them.'"
These words of Jesus directly reference Isaiah 8:14-15.
Jesus knew this, not only in his divine nature from all eternity, but also in his human nature through prayer and
study. His meditation on Scripture, which can also be said
to be his praying the Scriptures, bears fruit in wisdom.
We find the same kind of intimate familiarity with Scripture flowing from the Blessed Mother. In Luke's Gospel,
Mary responds to the overwhelming and singular grace
communicated to her by St. Gabriel the Archangel with a
song of praise: the Magnificat. On closer inspection
though, we see that this spontaneous song is a variation
on the song of praise sung by Hannah that appears in 1
Samuel 2:2-10. Hannah sung her praise when, after years
of infertility, she conceived Samuel. She had long begged
God for the gift of a child, and when God answered her
prayers, a song was her joyful act of thanks.
The similar experience of Mary—receiving a miraculous
child as a gift from the Lord—expands in her heart and
mind, until, inspired by the Holy Spirit, she calls to mind

the song of Hannah and makes it her own in a new and
stunning prayer. Luke records this in 1:47-55. Although
Mary's Magnificat is an extraordinary manifestation of the
interaction of God's grace and Scripture, it gives us a practical example of what happens when we meditate on
Scripture and how it can bear fruit in our lives and the lives
of others.
In the Catechism, we are reminded that prayer is a
"drama" (CCC, no. 2598). It is this drama that lies at the
heart of human prayer, and it is Scripture that is meant to
illuminate and guide our praying. In reading Sacred Scripture, we enter into a dialogue with God that is a real conversation. God expects us to question him, search him out,
and invest ourselves in his Word. In return, he promises us
that we will find wisdom. It really is ours for the asking.
A Contemporary Example
As we affirmed at the beginning, "we do not know how to
pray as we ought." In Isaiah, the Lord reveals, "As high as
the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways
above your ways and my thoughts above your
thoughts" (Is 55:9).
Then what is our hope? It is the Revelation of God. He
wishes us to know his ways. He invites us to ponder and
pray, and then he also shows us the way. What we must
do, like the psalmist, is promise God, "I will meditate on
your precepts and consider your ways. In your statutes I
will delight; I will not forget your words" (Ps 119:15-16).
When we do that, God then works with our efforts, helping us discover in his Word more than we ever expected to
find. "Indeed, the word of God is living and effective,
sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart" (Heb 4:12). In
effect, Scripture is as dynamic as our lives.
In a candid and telling blog post, Abraham Villela illustrates that point by recounting the day a short Scripture
passage, used by a catechist, pierced his fifteen-year-old
heart and mind.
He explains, "I was 15, and a metal head that wore band tshirts, like Marilyn Manson, to class and Mass. I had no
interest in church. I remember bluntly telling a catechist
on the first day of class that I didn't want to be there, that
I was going to sit in the corner and listen to music on my
portable CD player. . . ."
One day, however, Villela forgot to bring his headphones
to class. With nothing else to occupy his attention, he
found himself listening to the teacher for the first time.
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"What happened next," he continues, "changed the direction of not just my life —but of my eternal destiny. My catechist grabbed her Bible, and read 1 Peter 5:7: 'Cast all
your anxiety on him because he cares for you.'"
As Villela recalls in his essay, from an early age, he had
struggled with a consuming and "crippling" anxiety. But,
upon hearing those words of St. Peter's, he writes, "My
heart was pierced and I was filled with peace. It's not that I
never believed in God but I just never thought he believed
in me. It was a Hebrews 4:12 moment."
Cut by the "living and effective" sword of Scripture, Villela
began to weep. Then, after class, he approached the catechist: "With teary eyes, I asked if she believed that God
cares — if he really wants us to give him our anxieties. I
think she realized that God had spoken to me in that class,
and with emotion, she told me she believes He does."
That encounter didn't magically heal Villlea's anxiety. He
still struggles with it to this day. But prayer and meditation
on the Word of God have given him deep insights on the
meaning of his cross and brought consolation to his life.
"The anxiety I experience is an opportunity to encounter
God in prayer," he concludes. "If every time I experienced
anxiety I stopped and prayed, I would be so much holier
than I could even imagine. It's like when Saint Paul asked
the Lord to remove the 'thorn in his side' and the Lord responded to him with 'my power is made perfect in weakness,' (2 Cor 12:9)."
Scripture is a constant and penetrating reality in the life of

every disciple, from Abraham Villela to the Mother of God.
God's desire, for every man and every woman, is that the
words of the prophet Jeremiah would be their own:
"When I found your words, I devoured them; they became
my joy and the happiness of my heart" (Jer 15:16).
An encounter with God through Scripture should not be a
one-time event or a happy accident for those special privileged souls whom God selects. It is bound up with discipleship: a loving demand from God to all those who seek to
follow Christ. To answer that demand, we must commit to
regular reading and praying of the Bible. The First Psalm
reveals to us that the happy person "delights in the law of
the Lord and meditates on his law day and night" (Ps 1:2).
May this be true of us.
A few practical suggestions:
• Pray the Divine Office: Search out an on-line option
-there are a number of them- or one could purchase a set.
• Search out a Bible study that provides an introduction to Salvation History.
• The Rosary is a profoundly scriptural prayer. There
are many aids-online and in print which link scriptural passages to each mystery to intensify the
scriptural content.
• Commit to reading the Gospels, one chapter per
day, or read through the whole Bible in a year with
an on-line aid.
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Moral Guidance Regarding Vaccines and COVID-19 (23 Nov 2020)
Rev. Joseph M. Koopman, STD
Associate Professor of Moral Theology
St. Mary Seminary and Graduate School of Theology
With the prospect of the FDA approving one (or more)
COVID-19 vaccines within the next few weeks, many questions have been raised regarding the ethical status of
these vaccines (particularly questioning whether embryonic stem cells or tissue from aborted fetuses were used
in their creation, and whether Catholics can morally receive such vaccines). The following is a brief moral analysis
to help provide you some guidance when these questions
arise. Be mindful that this analysis is dependent on current
information, and therefore could change once more information is released. It has only been within the last few
days that the findings of some of the vaccines have been
submitted to the FDA for approval, so more information
will be forthcoming in the upcoming weeks as the government and independent researchers have access to data.

to always choose the option that involves less evil (or no
evil), and to speak and challenge others to desist from evil.
It is for this reason that the Church, in the early months of
vaccine development for COVID 19, boldly challenged (and
continues to challenge) researchers and the medical industry to seek moral means of vaccine production (and to
reject the use of material of illicit origin that involved the
destruction of unborn life).

Regarding the previous statement regarding the immorality of taking the vaccine because of immoral postproduction testing, or even statements from some bishops
that have forbidden vaccines derived from material of illicit origin, the following paragraph from Dignitas Personae,
issued from the CDF under Pope Benedict XVI, offers critical (and perhaps surprising) conclusions. In speaking of the
At this point, it appears as if the vaccine created by Pfizer/ use of embryonic stem cell lines or the tissue of aborted
Biontech, along with the vaccine created by Moderna
children, the document states in no. 35: “Grave reasons
have not been created using material of illicit origin (i.e., may be morally proportionate to justify the use of such
embryonic stem cells and/or the tissue of aborted chil‘biological material’. Thus, for example, danger to the
dren.) For Catholics, this is great news. Theologically
health of children could permit parents to use a vaccine
speaking, there are no moral or religious grounds that
which was developed using cell lines of illicit origin, while
would restrict the consciences of Catholics from receiving keeping in mind that everyone has the duty to make
these vaccines.
known their disagreement and to ask that their healthcare
system make other types of vaccines available.” While the
There have been articles and press releases that affirm
statement uses the example of the danger to the health of
that, while these above vaccines were not created with
children, the dangers of COVID-19 particularly to our vulmaterial of illicit origin, there is good reason to believe
nerable elderly or those with compromised health could
that these vaccines may have been tested (post production) utilizing the tissue of aborted fetuses. These articles reasonably be presumed as grave reason for vaccination.
and statements, therefore, conclude that it is immoral to While the Church unequivocally condemns researchers
and the medical industry for the creation, production, and
use them. This sweeping conclusion is inconsistent with
distribution of vaccines produced from embryonic stem
Catholic moral teaching.
cells and from the tissue of aborted children, the receiving
A critical question is: “Are Catholics always forbidden to
of these vaccines is in another moral category.
perform an action if it touches upon evil, or cooperates,
somehow, with the evil action of another?” The answer is In conclusion, at this point there appears to be no moral
issues to prohibit a Catholic from receiving vaccines pro‘no’. There certainly are instances when Catholics must
duced by Pfizer or Moderna. If other vaccines are released
refrain from immoral cooperation. However, Catholic
teaching on moral cooperation makes critical distinctions which do have recourse to material of illicit origin, Catholic
moral teaching would direct Catholics to utilize the option
(mediate/immediate, proximate/remote, etc.) to deterthat is least morally problematic (i.e., the vaccines that
mine the degree or level to which one cooperates in evil.
In some cases, some forms of cooperation, while unfortu- were not created via such immoral means). Providentially,
these two listed vaccines satisfy that criteria.
nate, can be allowed in certain circumstances.
Unfortunately, we live in a fallen world. Dig deep enough, As more vaccines are produced, we recommend that you
visit the following website, which provides a fairly comand one finds that many of our actions somehow touch
upon evil and the evil actions of others. While the Church plete list of all vaccines, and how they were produced and
draws a firm line in delineating certain acts of cooperation tested:
as immoral, it does not condemn all actions of cooperaUpdate: COVID-19 Vaccine Candidates and Abortiontion as such. It challenges us to be aware of evil around us, Derived Cell Lines | Charlotte Lozier Institute
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