SAINT JAMES PARISH

A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY ON THE PILGRIMAGE OF HOLINESS
Reflecting the Gospel
Christians read the Old
Testament today,
understandably, in light of
Christ’s fulfillment of the
promises and prophecies
found there. It is a simple
thing to do, since the early
church read the Old
Testament in the context of
Jesus’s incarnation and
teaching and the experience
of Easter, and then
formalized these readings
and understandings in the
texts of the New Testament.
But what if you were a Jew
in the first century, eagerly
hoping for the Messiah, a
successor to David? These
hopes, shared with the
whole nation, had been
growing since the return
from Babylonian exile. As
you searched through the
panoply of prophecies, you
began to wonder, when will
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Saint James Elementary School
10 Peters Place
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
732-741-3363
Website: mysaintjames.com

Parish Office
94 Broad Street
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
Telephone: 732-741-0500
Website: jredbank.org

Red Bank Catholic High School
112 Broad Street
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
732-747-1774
Website: redbankcatholic.org

Saint James Convent
25 Drummond Place
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
732-741-0724

Parish Office Hours
Monday to Friday: 8:30 am to 4:00 pm

Mount Olivet Cemetery
Located: 100 Chapel Hill Rd.
Middletown, New Jersey
732-741-5516

Welcome
We will continue to live-stream all of
our Masses on our parish website and
parish YouTube channel. Please note
that face mask must be worn during
the entire liturgy and social distancing
maintained by sitting in the
designated areas. Reconciliation is
celebrated daily in the Narthex and on
Saturdays in the sanctuary.

Visiting our Parish Offices
and Schools
Our Parish and School Offices have
reopened. Our parish is open from
8:30 am to 4:00 pm Monday through
Thursday. The office is closed for lunch
from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. St. James
Elementary School Office is open 8:00
am to 3:00 pm and Red Bank Catholic
High School Office is open 7:30 am to
3:00 pm, Monday through Friday.

Please note that during the pandemic
the number of visitors present in the
office at one time will be limited; a
mask covering nose and mouth must
be worn at all times; visitors will need

to complete a brief questionnaire.
Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding during these
challenging times.

A Message from Msgr. Joe
On this Gaudete (“Rejoice”) Sunday,
we pause to acknowledge that our
Advent season of preparation is not
one of gloom and dread, but rather of
joyful expectation. Even as we patiently await the coming of the day of the
Lord, signs abound that it is here already. As we celebrate together today, let us be alert for the traces of
God’s reign already here.
The overwhelming success of this
year’s Jesse Tree project is a cause for
rejoicing. Much more than purchasing
a gift for Christmas morning, your generous response to assist those less
fortunate is a visible sign of the good
things being done in our time and day
that Jesus himself pointed out to the
disciples of John the Baptist who came
to him to ask if he were the Messiah.
Jesus pointed them to the signs of the
Kingdom. Your generosity is a sign of
that same Kingdom that comes to us
in the birth of the Christ Child.
I have had inquiries regarding Christmas Masses. Due to the pandemic, the
Christmas Mass scheduled has
changed. On Christmas Eve, Mass will
be celebrated at 2:00, 3:30 and 5:30

pm in the Eck Center and 8:00 and 100
pm in Church. On Christmas Day, Mass
will be celebrated at 8:00 and 10:00
am and 12:00 pm in the Church.
Please note that all present protocols
for the celebration of Mass during the
pandemic will be enforced including
the number of people attending. We
will be asking people to register
through our website beginning next
Wednesday, Dec. 16. I wish to remind
those parishioners who are deemed
an “at risk” category by the CDC to
consider staying at home and join us
by live stream. As always, I am most
grateful for your cooperation and understanding as we seek to gather in a
matter that affords safety and concern
for all who join us.
As Christmas draws near, you are invited next weekend to bring the Christ
Child from your family’s nativity to
Mass with you in-person or virtually.
Before the final blessing, you will be
invited to come forward for a blessing.
You are then encouraged to gather as
a family around your nativity scene
and bless the remaining figures at
home. A suggested blessing for a naPage 2

tivity scene and your family Christmas
Tree will be in next week’s bulletin.
Although, we can not gather for an
Advent Reconciliation Service with
individual confession, our parish will
provide the opportunity for individual
confession on Tuesday, December 22
at 7:00 pm in the church. Please note
that masks must be worn and physical
distance maintained. What a wonderful way to prepare for the Nativity as
we experience God’s merciful love. All
of our parish priests will be available
for confession that night.
Rejoice is our Advent message as this
week for the Lord draws near. We rejoice in these final day as we pray, prepare and welcome. Continue to celebrate Advent!

Sacraments and Worship

Our Parish Mission
We are here to walk with you in your relationship with God wherever you are
on life’s journey. We invite you to join with us in the celebration of the
sacraments, prayer, learning and serving so that each person can grow in
discipleship and together we can witness the Kingdom of God.

This Week at St. James

Dec 13

SUN

Dec 14

8:15 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
10:45 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:30 pm
3:00 pm
6:30 am
8:00 am

Mass
REP Confirmation Class
REP In-Person Grade 3
Mass
Mass
Baptism
Baptism
Divine Mercy Chaplet
Mass
Mass

TUES
Dec 16

WED
Dec 17

6:30 am Mass
8:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Folk Choir Practice

Church
Church/Online
Choir Loft

6:30 am Mass
8:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Cantor/Choir Practice

Church
Church/Online
Choir Loft

6:30 am Mass
8:00 am Mass

Church
Church/Online

THURS
Dec 18

6:30 am Mass
8:00 am Mass

Church
Church/Online

8:00 am Mass
4:00 pm Confession
5:30 pm Mass

Church/Online
Church
Church/Online

FRI
Dec 19

SAT
Dec 20

SUN

Reconciliation is celebrated Monday
through Friday following the 8:00 am
and Saturday at 4:00 pm in the
sanctuary.

Baptism
Church/Online
RBC
RBC Chapel
Church/Online
Church/Online
Church/Online
Church
Church
Church
Church/Online

Mon
Dec 15

Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Baptism is for
children of registered parishioners.
Please contact the parish office for
information on scheduling a baptism
for your child.

Marriage
Ideally, couples planning to marry at
St. James should contact the Parish
Office one year in advance so that
they may complete the necessary
marriage preparation process. Please
set date with Church before making
other plans. Contact the Parish Office
for an appointment.

Care of the Sick
Please notify the Parish Office when
serious illness occurs or when the
sick, aged, or incapacitated are
confined to home for an extended
period. Arrangements can be made
to bring communion to those unable
to attend Mass. Please contact the
Parish Office.

Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults
The RCIA is a process of prayer, study
and spiritual formation which
prepares adults for their entrance
into the Church. Any adult who is
interested in learning about the
Catholic Church is invited to call the
Parish Office.

Parish Registration
8:15 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:45 am
12:00 pm
3:00 pm

Mass
REP Confirmation Class
REP In-Person Grade 4
Mass
Mass
Mass
Divine Mercy Chaplet

Church/Online
RBC
RBC Chapel
Church/Online
Church/Online
Church/Online
Church
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You are most welcome to join as a
member of St. James Parish. You may
register by contacting the Parish
Office during business hours. If
moving, please inform the parish
office so that we can update your
record.

We Pray for One Another
Mass Intentions
Dec 12

Sat

5:30 pm Magrit Keating Marks / Linda & Kevin
Keating

Memorials
We remember our special intentions of the week:

A Friend; Daniel Robert / Pat & Andre Archambault
8:15 am Jeanne Walter (Living) / William Raiser
Robert Wichmann / The Wichmann
Familly
Dec 13
9:30
am
Alice
/ Joseph Hegner
Sun 10:45 am SpecialHegner
Remembrances of the Week
12:00 pm Margaret Parkes / Tom & Ann Parkes
The People of the Parish

Dec 14

Mon

6:30 am Joseph J. Vazzana / Mr. & Mrs. Frank
Palumbo
8:00 am Linda Zizzamia / Her Family

Dec 15

6:30 am Donald B. Freer / St. James Parish, RBC
8:00 am Rev. Ariel Robles (Living) / Lynn Gale

Dec 16

6:30 am Umberto DeBernardo / Emily DeBernardo
8:00 am Carol J. Welch / Nancy and Family

Dec 17

6:30 am Lisa Franke / William Raiser
8:00 am Sonia McCague / The Taylor Family

Dec 18

6:30 am Michael Callanan / The Zelenick Family
8:00 am Gus Erhardt / His Family

Tues

Wed

Thurs
Fri

Dec 19

Sat

The Deceased of our Parish
Deceased Parishioners, Family and Friends of St. James

Dorothy A. Lentini; John A. Kenney; Elenore M.
Harbison; Antoinette Sileno

The Sick of our Parish
Come to us, O risen Savior, faithful physician of our bodies
and souls, and grant relief to our sick and aging who suffer

Barbara Clark; Sister Beverly Bligh; Donna; Dolores;
Elaine Benvenuto; Kevin Tuohy; Phil Edwards; Debbie
Fitzpatrick; Geraldine Zelenick; Paul Kimmins; John;
Ceilie Reynolds; Joe; Edie Rose O’Neill; Laura King;
Walter Peterson; Lisa Byrne; Rocco DiMaggio; Oddo
Gunther; Mary Beth Meehan; Lucy Bradshaw; Wayne
Gallagher; James Scarpone, Sr.
Names on the Prayers for the Sick list will be removed at the end of the
month. Please contact the parish office if you wish someone to remain on
the sick list the new month.

The Newly Baptized
We remember in prayer those we have welcomed into
our community through the waters of Baptism.

James Hudson Chalanick; Dante Michael Pucciarelli;
Colin Edward Mayer; Emma Rose Valentino;
Ava Carolina McGee

8:00 am Annette Langley / Her Son-in-Law
5:30 pm Vivian Viscardi / Her Daughters

8:15 am Jerome R. Chiappisi / Donna & Tom Hayes
and Family
Santiago
A. Bernardo / His Family
Dec 20
9:30
am
Danielle
Scotto
/ Her Parents
Sun 10:45 am Special Remembrances
of the Week
12:00 pm Isabelle & John Babstock / Kathleen Green
The People of the Parish

Page 4

Those Serving our Nation
Maj. Steven Carbone; Staff Sgt. Matthew D’Alessandro,
USMC; Steven James Gluth; Jason Palendrano; Staff
Sgt. Matthew Roberts; Jonathan Welch; Maj. Nicholas
Abbate & Capt. Justin Abbate (brothers), USMC;
Majors Brian C. Jones (Truex) & Crystal Jones (Husband
& Wife); Capt. Josh Pershing; Brendan Gilroy; SSGT
Brian Dilger, Jr., USMC; Col. Robert Duchaine; Maj.
Carlo Brancato, USMC; Capt. Robert Beery; Capt.
Thomas Beery; Capt. Sean Screen (Iraq); Sgt. James
Conklin (Afghanistan); 1LT Cooper Lewis, USMC; Spec
E4 Thomas F. Welch, V; Navy, AOAA Brian J. Truex; Sgt.
Kevin Andia, USMC; Lt. Jeffrey Trezza; LTJG. James
Rimmele, Coast Guard; USMC LCPL Walter Anderson;
LCPL Nicholas Yowan; James Reilly Shinnick, USA;
E2PFC Connor Clark; Pvt. Sean Bradley, USA; Sgt.
Brendan Reiss, USA, 82nd Airborne Div.

Reflecting on the Gospel
these hopes be fulfilled? Who do you
look for and where do you start
looking? It would be like reading a
mystery novel, knowing every clue,
studying every sign, but seeing only in
retrospect how the whole fits
together. Isaiah 61, for instance, is
most often dated to the period just
after the return from Babylonian exile,
and the author of the passage is
generally considered to be the speaker
in the text. This prophetic passage
emerged, therefore, some five
centuries before the birth of Christ. In
it the speaker says, “The spirit of the
Lord God is upon me, because the
Lord has anointed me; he has sent me
to bring glad tidings to the poor, to
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives and release to
the prisoners.” In its original historical
context and literal meaning, the
author speaks of the conditions that
the returning Babylonian exiles found,
especially when he promises that
those returning exiles “shall rebuild
the ancient ruins, the former wastes
they shall raise up And restore the
desolate cities, devastations of
generation upon generation” It also
seems that the postexilic prophet is
speaking of his own role in the
restoration of Jerusalem when he
says, “The spirit of the Lord God is
upon me.” Yet there is also an
eschatological edge to the hopes
imagined, especially in the
proclamation of “a year of favor from
the Lord,” an event still to come.
Christians see the spiritual fulfillment
of these proclamations in the person
and ministry of Jesus, centuries after
they were uttered. The reason is
simple: Jesus himself read this
passage, according to Luke 4, in the
synagogue in Nazareth. There Jesus
says of the Isaian passage, “Today this
scripture passage is fulfilled in your
hearing” (Luke 4:21). This we might
identify with what Catholic biblical
scholarship has called the sensus
plenior, or “fuller sense,” since it does
not obviate the original historical

(continued from cover)

meaning and context but points to a
fulfillment of which the original
human author was unaware. This is
why the questioning of John the
Baptist in today’s gospel reading by
some representatives of the Pharisees
makes historical and theological
sense. The Pharisees, like most Jews of
this period, were awaiting the
Messiah. Because of the attractiveness
of John’s prophetic message of
repentance to the people, and his
popularity, he was someone who had
to be examined. They asked, “Who are
you?” In response, John confesses that
he is not the Messiah, not Elijah, not
the prophet and cites Isaiah 40:3, a
passage dated to the end of the

Babylonian exile: “I am the voice of
one crying out in the desert, ‘make
straight the way of the Lord.’ ” John
identifies himself not as the Messiah,
but as the fulfillment of long-ago
prophecies, as the one who prepares
the way for the coming Messiah. But
the questions still remained, even for
John. Who ever thought that it would
happen through a young, unmarried
woman, that God would look with
favor “upon his lowly servant,” Mary?
God asks that as we wait for
fulfillment, we be prepared for God to
do new things, unexpected things, and
be ready for the unlikeliest of
answers.

Second Sunday of Advent

First Reading

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
Isaiah describes the joy and salvation which will accompany
the coming of Christ. He compares the plants which spring
from a garden to the justice that will spring from all
nations.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Paul reminds the Thessalonians to constantly ready
Second Reading themselves for Christ’s arrival. He tells them to “avoid any
semblance of evil” so that they may be found
irreproachable when Jesus does arrive.

Gospel

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
John explains that he is only a messenger to the people for
one more powerful than himself. John stresses to them
that they must make a path for the one so powerful that he
is not fit to unfasten the strap of his sandal.

Readings for the Week
Monday

Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday

Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Lk 7:18b-23
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17
Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25
Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38
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Parish Staff/Ministry Directory
Clergy
Rev. Msgr. Joseph N. Rosie, Pastor
msgrrosie@stjames-redbank.com

Rev. Vincent Magdaraog, Parochial Vicar
vmagdaraog@sjredbank.org

Rev. Msgr. Eugene Rebeck
Weekend Assistant

Rev. Daison Areepparampil, Parochial Vicar
dareepparampil@sjredbank.org
Deacon Bryan Davis

Parish Staff
Robert Abatemarco, Principal RBC
732-747-1774

Veronica Alexander, Finance Office
valexander@sjredbank.org

Edward Cardoza , Mt Olivet Cemetery
732-741-5516

Fillie Duchaine, Coordinator, Rel. Ed.
fduchaine@sjredbank.org

Lori Edgerly, Human Resources
ledgerly@sjredbank.org

JoAnn Giordano, Principal SJS
732-741-3363

Helene Kenney, Parish Secretary
hkenney@sjredbank.org

Pam Taylor, Finance Office
ptaylor@sjredbank.org

Fred Valentino, Director of Facilities

Ministry Facilitators
For more information about our parish ministries or to volunteer to serve, please send your contact info to
saintjamesredbank@sjredbank.org and the ministry you are interested in
Adult Choir
Ashley Kate Gimotea

Altar Servers
Christian Buckman

Altar Society
Rita Kline

Faith in Our Future

Folk Choir
Joe Clark

Hospitality
Stephanie Snow

Lazarus Ministry
Ann Marie Six

Knights of Columbus
Bob Shearer

Our Daily Bread
Martha Christofili

Peace of Christ Prayer Group
Sue Kuhar

RCIA
Deacon Bryan Davis

Religious Ed Program
Fillie Duchaine

River Jordan Ministry
Mary Ellen Connelly

Senior Citizens
Sr. Ethel Friedman

Social Concerns
Jim Schmitt

That Man is You
Jack Paul

Ushers
Pat Flood

Young Adults
Colleen Owens

Youth Group
Lynda Fiorenza
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The First Sunday of Advent
Maranatha, Come O Lord and set us free!
Confessions for Christmas
While diocesan regulations prevent us from gathering for
our Annual Advent Penance Service, in addition to confessions daily confessions and 4:00 pm Confessions on Saturdays, St. James will have confessions on Tuesday, Dec. 22
at 7:00 pm.

Blessing of the Infant Jesus
Families are invited to bring the Infant Jesus from their
home Nativity Scenes with them to Mass on the Fourth
Sunday of Advent, Dec. 19 & 20, at which time the image
will be blessed.

FORMED Daily Advent Reflections

Dynamic Catholic: Best Advent
Ever
It’s a free email program
that will help you slow
down and focus on what
matters most during this busy season. You'll experience
Advent in a whole new way—leading to the best Christmas
of your life! Sign up at: https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/
advent/best-advent-ever.html#form-signup. It’s a totally
free and totally awesome daily video program (sent
straight to your email) that will help you prepare for
Christmas like never before!

We are not meant to journey alone. Share the joy of the
season with those you love by creating a space for Christ in Simbang Gabi in Monmouth County
your day and in your heart. Join us - receive daily medita- Simbang Gabi is the Filipino custom of offering a nightly
tion, formation, and motivation in preparation for Christ’s Mass each day for nine nights prior to Christmas Day to
help the faithful prepare themselves for the festive, yet
coming. To sign up: advent.augustineinstitute.org.
solemn, celebration of the birth of our Lord. The novena of
Advent: 4 Episodes
Masses signifies the nine months our Lord was in the
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas," or, at least
womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our
that's the assumption based on that familiar holiday song. mother, too. This special novena is recognized by the uniBut what does that look like at your house? Most of us
versal Church as an authentic devotion to our Blessed
anticipate the great sales at the mall on the day after
Mother and has been prayed every year in the Philippines
Thanksgiving, string lights on the outside of our house, and since the 1600s. In the Diocese of Trenton which covers
decorating the inside of our homes. But how exactly are
four counties, every county has formed an organizing comwe preparing our hearts for the greatest gift we've ever
mittee to ensure that all the faithful throughout the Diobeen given? Through an exploration of the mystery of the cese are given an opportunity to pray this novena.
Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, and the events surrounding
In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic, Simbang Gabi
the arrival of Jesus, this Advent study offers an opportuni- in Monmouth County is not cancelled but will be very
ty to experience the joy of the true meaning of
different this year from the way it had been celebrated in
Christmas. Sign-up for a free account on our parish acthe previous years. All nine Masses are open to the public
count at signup. formed.org and then use our parish zip
and will be celebrated in one host parish—St. Benedict
code (07701) to select our parish. After signup search advent.
(Continued on page 8)

A Family Blessing for an Advent Wreath: Third Sunday of Advent
All:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Leader:

Our help is in the name of the Lord.

All:

Who made Heaven and earth.

Light two purple candles and the rose candle.
Reader: A reading from letter of St. Paul to the Philippines.
Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your
kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at
all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make
your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
All:

We ask you, O Lord to hear our prayers, and by the grace of your
coming enlighten our darkened minds: You who lives and reigns
with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
Page 7

Getting Ready for Advent

(Continued from page 7)

Catholic Church in Holmdel—which
can seat up to 170 people, following
social distancing guidelines. No seat
reservations are required. Those who
choose to stay home can watch the
live streamed Simbang Gabi Mass on
St. Benedict’s YouTube channel.
All Masses will be in English and will
start at 7:00 p.m. from December 15
to December 23, except Saturday,
Dec. 19, which will start at 7:30 p.m.
Prior to every Mass, the Rosary will be
recited in the church and, if weather
permits, the Sacrament of Confession
will be celebrated outside the Adoration Chapel. No fellowship meal will
take place after the Mass.

O Sapientia: “O Wisdom, O holy Word
of God, you govern all creation with
your strong yet tender care. Come and
show your people the way to salvation.”
O Adonai: “O sacred Lord of ancient
Israel, who showed yourself to Moses
in the burning bush, who gave him the
holy law on Sinai mountain: come,
stretch out your mighty hand to set us
free.”
O Radix Jesse: “O Flower of Jesse’s
stem, you have been raised up as a
sign for all peoples; kings stand silent
in your presence; the nations bow
down in worship before you. Come, let
nothing keep you from coming to our
aid.”
The “O Antiphons”
O Clavis David: “O Key of David, O royThe “O Antiphons” refer to the seven al Power of Israel controlling at your
antiphons that are recited (or chantwill the gate of Heaven: Come, break
ed) preceding the Magnificat during
down the prison walls of death for
Vespers of the Liturgy of the Hours.
those who dwell in darkness and the
They cover the special period of Adshadow of death; and lead your capvent preparation known as the Octave tive people into freedom.”
before Christmas, Dec. 17-23, with
O Oriens: “O Radiant Dawn, splendor
Dec. 24 being Christmas Eve and Ves- of eternal light, sun of justice: come,
pers for that evening being for the
shine on those who dwell in darkness
Christmas Vigil.
and the shadow of death.”
The exact origin of the “O Antiphons” O Rex Gentium: “O King of all the nais not known. Boethius (c. 480-524)
made a slight reference to them,
thereby suggesting their presence at
that time. At the Benedictine abbey of
Fleury (now Saint-Benoit-sur-Loire),
these antiphons were recited by the
abbot and other abbey leaders in descending rank, and then a gift was given to each member of the community.
By the eighth century, they are in use
in the liturgical celebrations in Rome.
One may thereby conclude that in
some fashion the “O Antiphons” have
been part of our liturgical tradition
since the very early Church. The importance of “O Antiphons” is twofold:
Each one highlights a title for the Messiah and also each one refers to the
prophecy of Isaiah of the coming of
the Messiah. Let’s now look at each
antiphon with just a sample of Isaiah’s
related prophecies.
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tions, the only joy of every human
heart; O Keystone of the mighty arch
of man, come and save the creature
you fashioned from the dust.”
O Emmanuel: “O Emmanuel, king and
lawgiver, desire of the nations, Savior
of all people, come and set us free,
Lord our God.”
According to Professor Robert Greenberg of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, the Benedictine monks
arranged these antiphons with a definite purpose. If one starts with the last
title and takes the first letter of each
one - Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clavis,
Radix, Adonai, Sapientia - the Latin
words ero cras are formed, meaning,
“Tomorrow, I will come.” Therefore,
the Lord Jesus, whose coming we have
prepared for in Advent and whom we
have addressed in these seven Messianic titles, now speaks to us,
“Tomorrow, I will come.” So the “O
Antiphons” not only bring intensity to
our Advent preparation, but bring it to
a joyful conclusion.
You are invited in these remaining
days of Advent to include these antiphons in your daily prayer beginning
on Dec. 17.

Parish Announcements
Christmas Decorations
You may memorialize a loved one with
our Christmas Decorations Intentions.
Kindly complete the form found in the
Bulletin and return it to the Rectory no
later than Monday, December 14th, if
you wish to have it published in the
Christmas Bulletin. Thank you for your
generosity.

areas and wearing a mask/face
covering at all times while in the
church. Thank you for your
cooperation

Volunteers Needed

Did you know that there is a quiet,
humble and wonderful way you can
serve our Lord and our Parish? We
have a small group of ladies who
service our altar linens (laundering
Jesse Tree Project
and ironing), scheduled on a month to
We want to extend a heartfelt thank
month basis. There are currently
you to all our parishioners who took
tags from the Jesse Tree and returned three months open for the coming
the most amazing gifts along with food year, and we are praying for a few
new faces to feel called to this
bags and gift cards. We received
ministry. If this sounds like you,
nearly 340 gifts for 8 agencies. This
please contact Ann-Marie DeStefano
was a very challenging year for
at amidave1@verizon.net or 732/861everyone. A special thanks, too, for
5426 to find out more. Thank you and
the social concerns project team
volunteers. This beloved project helps God Bless.
to ensure that all our neighbors in
That Man Is You
need have something nice for
That Man is You, a well done men's
Christmas for themselves and their
program that helps men truly learn
children. You continue to show your about our faith and how to live our
love of Christ through your acts of
faith has completed meeting for this
giving to those less fortunate. May
semester. Gatherings will resume on
God Bless you all. Merry Christmas!
Saturday, Jan. 16 at 6:30 am in the Eck
The Social Concerns Committee
Center. The weekly session is a half

requesting Mass intentions will be a
paper process. There is no need to
wait in line or visit the parish office. If
you wish to schedule a Mass intention
for 2021, please complete the Mass
Intention Request Form (located on
the last page of this bulletin or in the
vestibule of the church) and return the
completed form to the Parish Office
either through drop-off, weekly
collection basket, fax, mail or email.

Parish Ministries
Due to the relaxation of requirements
limiting social gatherings, all of our
ministries and activities can resume.
You are invited to contact the ministry
facilitators regarding the possibility of
meeting in person. For a list of
ministry facilitators please see last
page of the bulletin. For the most
recent announcement and updates
please visit our parish website.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Our parish prays the Divine Mercy
Chaplet every Sunday at 3:00 pm in
the Church. All are welcome.

Thanks for Your Generosity

Like many families, your parish family
hour video and then a breakout group
is facing financial setbacks in these
into small groups to ponder well
days. Your weekly contributions and
What to know what is happening at St. thought out questions. All men are
are essential for the good of our
James Parish delivered to your email. welcome.
parish. Our faith community is
Then sign-up for our weekly update
Our Daily Bread
dependent on the financial support of
sent your email address to
With your help we can assist those in our parishioners. Without it, our
saintjames@sjredbank.org.
need of temporary assistance. Your
parish cannot pay bills or cover
donation
to
the
poor
boxes
is
greatly
payroll. Please mail your weekly
Our Parish Church
appreciated.
offering envelope to the parish office
Our parish church will be open for
or use online giving. To sign up for
private prayer Monday through Friday Mass Intentions for 2021
online giving please visit https://
until 6:00 pm each evening. Please
The St. James Parish Mass Intention
giving.parishsoft.com/ app/giving/
make sure to maintain proper social
Book for 2021 is now open. Due to
stjamesredbank. Thank you for your
distancing by sitting in designated
pandemic, this year the process of
support during these challenging days

Sign-up for Our Weekly
Email
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Faith Formation
Religious Education
Program
Religious Education will be conducted
as a hybrid study program for Grades
K – 7. Instruction will be online with
one grade meeting in person each
week in the RBC Chapel. All assignments will be submitted electronically
on a weekly basis. 8th Grade Religious
Education Confirmation classes will be

held in person each Sunday from 9:00
– 10:30 am in RBC. If you have any
questions please contact Fillie
Duchaine.

Looking Ahead

Mrs. Fillie Duchaine
Coordinator of Religious Education
fduchaine@sjredbank.com
732-446-7050

Our Religious Education Program will
begin their Christmas Break following A Merry Christmas and Happy New
classes on Sunday, December 20. Clas- Year to all our Religious Education Proses will resume on Sunday, January 3. gram Families!

Meeting in Class: December 20
Grade 4 in the RBC Chapel

The Diocese of Trenton is now offering a
weekly resource to families to help keep the
fire of faith burning while we are apart from
our church communities.
Please visit the following link for resources:
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/faith-at-home
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Youth Ministry
Are you interested in putting your FAITH into ACTION?
Join the Saint James Youth Group!
Upcoming Events:

bulletin to make your donation.

Sea Bright to Seaside 31 Mile Virtual
Challenge for Life
It’s not too late to become a sponsor!
The virtual marathon ends December
14th! Please send in your donations.
Sponsorships available: $5, $10, $15,
$20, or $31 ($1 per mile). Virtual marathon kicks off on December 1st and
ends December 14th. All proceeds to
benefit New Jersey Right to Life. See
Sponsorship Form at the end of this

December 13th: Christmas Caroling
Practice: 2:00 pm In front of the Eck
Center. Due to the limitations on indoor activity and extreme caution, I
am postponing our Christmas Cookie
and Ugly Sweater party to a time
when we can meet safely....We will
have the party...probably in the
spring!

December 20th: Youth Group Christmas Caroling. Youth Group members
will be caroling
outside of Saint
James Church before and after the
noon Mass. Please
join us to celebrate

Mrs. Lynda Fiorenza
732-741-0500
lfiorenza@sjredbank.org
this beautiful season!

When and Where
Our youth ministry program at Saint
James is open to young people in
grades 7 through 12. We meet two
Sundays a month at 2:00 pm in the Eck
Center behind the church. Due to the
pandemic, attendance at our meetings
is via Zoom unless otherwise announced.

Follow us!
Find us on Instagram or Twitter
@sjsyouthgroup. For more information contact Mrs. Fiorenza at
lfiorenza@sjredbank.org or
youthminstry@sjredbank.org

Members of our Youth Group at their recent events.

St. James Elementary School
Looking Ahead
In anticipation of the Christmas
Vacation, St. James Elementary School
will transition to all virtual classes
beginning on Monday, Dec. 14. until
Christmas Vacation. In person classes
are scheduled to resume on Monday,
January 4.

Save the Date!

information regarding registration
information, logistics, sponsorship
opportunities, and other race details
will be forthcoming. Please contact
Samantha Fogliano, slfogliano
@gmail.com, with any questions.

St. James Elementary Winter Sports Registration:
Basketball, Cheerleading

Sunday, April 18, 2021 for The Captain
Please fill out the information
Zinn Memorial 5K and Race Walk
requested. At this time NO fee will be
hosted by Saint James Elementary
collected due to the uncertainty of the
School and Shore AC. More
status for a "winter sports season".
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Mrs. JoAnn Giordano
Principal
732-741-3363
www.mystjames.com/sjrb
facebook.com/SaintJamesRedBank
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday
8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Information will become available as
school, BOH, State, and Diocesan
guidelines for indoor sports activity
become clearer and available.

Red Bank Catholic High School
Looking Ahead

students!
RBC will be closed for the Solemnity of RBC Students Participate in
the Immaculate Conception of the
the Catholic Athletes for
Blessed Virgin Mary on Tuesday, Dec.
8. In-person classes are scheduled to Christ Leadership Meeting
Members of the Red Bank Catholic
resume this Wednesday, Dec. 9 with
Athletes for Christ, along with their
an early dismissal. Welcome Back!
coaches, traded their typical workout
RBC Student Body Attends for that of another kind the morning
of Dec. 3 – one that strengthened
Virtual Mass
The Red Bank Catholic Campus Minis- their spiritual muscles. More than 80
students, along with coaches and othtry Team did not let the distance of
the pandemic halt their efforts to plan er staff from schools around the Dioa school wide Mass for students. Us- cese of Trenton, joined Bishop David
ing the technology setup utilized by St. M. O’Connell, C.M., and staff from the
diocesan Department of Catholic
James Church personnel, Mass was
conducted for the student body virtu- Schools for an online gathering of the
annual Catholic Athletes for Christ
ally while the students remained in
their classrooms. School Pastor Mon- Leadership Day. During the event,
signor Rosie conducted the Mass while they discussed the impact COVID-19
has had on their ability to play sports
being accompanied by the Red Bank
Catholic Choir. All current COVID pro- and lessons they have learned. There
was also a question-and-answer sestocols were in place to maintain the
sion with the Bishop. During small
safest scenario for all those involved. It's important, especially dur- group discussions, the students were
asked to address three questions:
ing this time, to keep faith as a focal
point in the lives of these students and “How have you stayed involved in
their families. Congrats to the Campus sports once schools and sports were
Ministry Team for their efforts in con- stopped for the pandemic, and how
does that translate to your faith?”;
ducting a successful virtual Mass for
“How has your school kept its
Catholic identity during the pandemic?” and “What lessons have
you learned from sports that has
helped you be able to walk humbly
with God?" Senior Robert Lamastra, who plays football and
baseball for Red Band Catholic
High School, addressed the first
question, saying, “The workouts
kept us in shape – they were difficult but while doing them on my
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Mr. Robert Abatemarco
Principal
732-747-1774
www.redbankcatholic.org
facebook.com/redbankcatholic
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday
7:30 am to 3:00 pm
own, I knew that my whole team was
doing them along with me. It gave me
motivation to keep going.” He added
that during the past months of social
distancing and separation, he felt that
the workouts were a part of keeping
the team strong.

RBC Rolls Out New Virtual
Campus Tour
Red Bank Catholic is thrilled to announce the addition of a 360 degree
virtual campus tour! The tour is selfguided and utilizes camera and navigational technologies made common in
Google Maps. Userscan enter multiple
buildings to tour classrooms, computer labs, athletic facilities, athletic
fields, fine and performing arts spaces,
our chapel and church. The addition of
this campus tour allows Red Bank
Catholic to stay a cut above in providing current and prospective families
access to our campus during the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic. While the
RBC Admissions office still offers (and
encourages) COVID responsible inperson campus tours, the addition of
the virtual tour adds another component to provide the best possible user
experience for all current and prospective constituents.
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Christmas Church Decorations
You can remember a living or deceased relative or friend by making a
donation to help decorate St. James Church for the Christmas Season.
If you would like to make a donation, please place it in an envelope marked
"Christmas Decorations" along with the cut-off slip below. You may:
(a) place the envelope in the collection basket at Mass by
Sunday, December 13th
or
(b) mail it to the Rectory Office: 94 Broad St., Red Bank, NJ 07701
The intention will be placed on the high altar on Christmas Day. In order to be
published in the church bulletin, your Christmas offering and intention must
be received in the parish office by 10AM on Monday, December, 14th!
Thank you for your generosity. May God Bless You.

My Our Christmas Offering for Church Decorations
Please Print and Circle either intention of or in memory of below
Intention of or In Memory of:

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Donor:

Address:
Amount:

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________
____________________________________
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City/Town:
Parish ID #

_________________________
_________________________

Moral Guidance Regarding Vaccines and COVID-19 (23 Nov 2020)
Rev. Joseph M. Koopman, STD
Associate Professor of Moral Theology
St. Mary Seminary and Graduate School of Theology
With the prospect of the FDA approving one (or more)
COVID-19 vaccines within the next few weeks, many questions have been raised regarding the ethical status of
these vaccines (particularly questioning whether embryonic stem cells or tissue from aborted fetuses were used
in their creation, and whether Catholics can morally receive such vaccines). The following is a brief moral analysis
to help provide you some guidance when these questions
arise. Be mindful that this analysis is dependent on current
information, and therefore could change once more information is released. It has only been within the last few
days that the findings of some of the vaccines have been
submitted to the FDA for approval, so more information
will be forthcoming in the upcoming weeks as the government and independent researchers have access to data.

to always choose the option that involves less evil (or no
evil), and to speak and challenge others to desist from evil.
It is for this reason that the Church, in the early months of
vaccine development for COVID 19, boldly challenged (and
continues to challenge) researchers and the medical industry to seek moral means of vaccine production (and to
reject the use of material of illicit origin that involved the
destruction of unborn life).

Regarding the previous statement regarding the immorality of taking the vaccine because of immoral postproduction testing, or even statements from some bishops
that have forbidden vaccines derived from material of illicit origin, the following paragraph from Dignitas Personae,
issued from the CDF under Pope Benedict XVI, offers critical (and perhaps surprising) conclusions. In speaking of the
At this point, it appears as if the vaccine created by Pfizer/ use of embryonic stem cell lines or the tissue of aborted
Biontech, along with the vaccine created by Moderna
children, the document states in no. 35: “Grave reasons
have not been created using material of illicit origin (i.e., may be morally proportionate to justify the use of such
embryonic stem cells and/or the tissue of aborted chil‘biological material’. Thus, for example, danger to the
dren.) For Catholics, this is great news. Theologically
health of children could permit parents to use a vaccine
speaking, there are no moral or religious grounds that
which was developed using cell lines of illicit origin, while
would restrict the consciences of Catholics from receiving keeping in mind that everyone has the duty to make
these vaccines.
known their disagreement and to ask that their healthcare
system make other types of vaccines available.” While the
There have been articles and press releases that affirm
statement uses the example of the danger to the health of
that, while these above vaccines were not created with
children, the dangers of COVID-19 particularly to our vulmaterial of illicit origin, there is good reason to believe
nerable elderly or those with compromised health could
that these vaccines may have been tested (post production) utilizing the tissue of aborted fetuses. These articles reasonably be presumed as grave reason for vaccination.
and statements, therefore, conclude that it is immoral to While the Church unequivocally condemns researchers
and the medical industry for the creation, production, and
use them. This sweeping conclusion is inconsistent with
distribution of vaccines produced from embryonic stem
Catholic moral teaching.
cells and from the tissue of aborted children, the receiving
A critical question is: “Are Catholics always forbidden to
of these vaccines is in another moral category.
perform an action if it touches upon evil, or cooperates,
somehow, with the evil action of another?” The answer is In conclusion, at this point there appears to be no moral
issues to prohibit a Catholic from receiving vaccines pro‘no’. There certainly are instances when Catholics must
duced by Pfizer or Moderna. If other vaccines are released
refrain from immoral cooperation. However, Catholic
teaching on moral cooperation makes critical distinctions which do have recourse to material of illicit origin, Catholic
moral teaching would direct Catholics to utilize the option
(mediate/immediate, proximate/remote, etc.) to deterthat is least morally problematic (i.e., the vaccines that
mine the degree or level to which one cooperates in evil.
In some cases, some forms of cooperation, while unfortu- were not created via such immoral means). Providentially,
these two listed vaccines satisfy that criteria.
nate, can be allowed in certain circumstances.
Unfortunately, we live in a fallen world. Dig deep enough, As more vaccines are produced, we recommend that you
visit the following website, which provides a fairly comand one finds that many of our actions somehow touch
upon evil and the evil actions of others. While the Church plete list of all vaccines, and how they were produced and
draws a firm line in delineating certain acts of cooperation tested:
as immoral, it does not condemn all actions of cooperaUpdate: COVID-19 Vaccine Candidates and Abortiontion as such. It challenges us to be aware of evil around us, Derived Cell Lines | Charlotte Lozier Institute
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Pope Francis Announces The Year of St. Joseph
On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Holiness Pope Francis has used the
feast day to declare the year ahead, beginning today, the “Year of St. Joseph,” her blessed spouse and the fosterfather of the Lord Jesus. In an apostolic letter released today entitled “Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), marking the 150th anniversary of the declaration of St. Joseph as “Patron of the Universal Church” by Blessed Pope Pius
IX, Pope Francis indicated that the “aim of this apostolic letter is to increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his virtue and his zeal.” The Holy Father noted that “after Mary, the
Mother of God, no saint is mentioned more frequently in the papal magisterium than Joseph, her spouse. My predecessors reflected on the message contained in the limited information handed down by the Gospels in order to
appreciate his central role in the history of salvation.”
Commenting on the apostolic letter, the Vatican News Office explained that “The Holy Father wrote Patris
corde against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, which, he says, has helped us see more clearly the importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from the limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every day. In
this, they resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless played “an incomparable role in the history of salvation.”
Throughout the document, the Holy Father describes Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an
obedient father, an accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows.
The full text of the apostolic letter may be found on the Vatican website.
In a separate decree, Vatican Apostolic Penitentiary has announced that a plenary indulgence is attached to the
faithful who commemorate St. Joseph throughout his special year “with prayer and good works.”
The plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful under the usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic
Communion, and prayer for the Pope’s intentions) to Christians who, with a spirit detached from any sin, participate
in the Year of St. Joseph on these occasions and manners indicated by the Apostolic Penitentiary:
• The plenary indulgence is granted to those who will meditate for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s Prayer, or
take part in a Spiritual Retreat of at least one day that includes a meditation on St. Joseph. “St. Joseph, an
authentic man of faith, invites us”, the decree reads, “to rediscover our filial relationship with the Father, to
renew fidelity to prayer, to listen and correspond with profound discernment to God’s will.”
• The indulgence can also be obtained by those who, following St. Joseph’s example, will perform a spiritual or
corporal work of mercy. St. Joseph “encourages us to rediscover the value of silence, prudence and loyalty in
carrying out our duties,” the decree notes.
• The recitation of the Holy Rosary in families and among engaged couples is another way of obtaining indulgences, in order that “all Christian families may be stimulated to recreate the same atmosphere of intimate
communion, love and prayer that was in the Holy Family.”
• Everyone who entrusts their daily activity to the protection of St. Joseph, and every faithful who invokes the
intercession of St. Joseph so that those seeking work can find dignifying work can also obtain the plenary
indulgence. On 1 May 1955, Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of St. Joseph “with the intent that the dignity
of work be recognized by all, and that it inspires social life and laws, based on the fair distribution of rights
and duties.”
• The plenary indulgence is also granted to the faithful who will recite the Litany to St. Joseph (for the Latin
tradition), or the Akathistos to St. Joseph (for the Byzantine tradition), or any other prayer to St. Joseph
proper to the other liturgical traditions, for the persecuted Church ad intra and ad extra, and for the relief of
all Christians suffering all forms of persecution. Because, the decree notes, “the flight of the Holy Family to
Egypt shows us that God is there where man is in danger, where man suffers, where he runs away, where he
experiences rejection and abandonment.”
In addition to these, the Apostolic Penitentiary grants a plenary indulgence to the faithful who will recite any legitimately approved prayer or act of piety in honor of St. Joseph, for example, “To you, O blessed Joseph” especially on
“19 March, on 1 May, the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, on St. Joseph’s Sunday (according to
the Byzantine tradition) on the 19th of each month and every Wednesday, a day dedicated to the memory of the
saint according to the Latin tradition.”
Amid the ongoing Covid-19 health crisis, the gift of the plenary indulgence is also extended to the sick, the elderly,
the dying and all those who for legitimate reasons are unable to leave their homes.
They too can obtain the plenary indulgences if they are detached from any sin and have the intention of fulfilling, as
soon as possible, the three usual conditions and recite an act of piety in honor of St. Joseph, offering to God the
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